
This information is provided courtesy of the KIWANIS CLUB OF SAN MARCOS 
For more information about our club or our other community service projects,  

                                                               visit our website at www.kiwanisclubofsanmarcos.org  
  

                                                                                                                                                               

                                                                                                       How to Fold the Flag 
                                                                                            Fold the flag in half width-wise.  
                                                                                 The first fold of our flag is a symbol of life. 

 

     
 

Fold the flag in half width-wise again 
The second fold is a symbol of our belief in the eternal life. 

 

    
 

Fold up a triangle, starting at the striped end ... and repeat ... 
The third fold is made in honor and remembrance of the veteran departing our ranks who gave a                    

portion of life for the defense of our country to attain a peace throughout the world. 

 

 

 
The fourth fold represents our weaker nature, for as American citizens trusting in God, it is to Him we turn in 
times of peace as well as in times of war for His divine guidance.  

The fifth fold is a tribute to our country, for in the words of Stephen Decatur, "Our country, in dealing with other 
countries, may she always be right; but it is still our country, right or wrong."  

The sixth fold is for where our hearts lie. It is with our heart that we pledge allegiance to the flag of the United 
States of America, and to the republic for which it stands, one nation, under God, indivisible, with liberty and 
justice for all.  

The seventh fold is a tribute to our Armed Forces, for it is through the Armed Forces that we protect our country 
and our flag against all her enemies, whether they be found within or without the boundaries of our republic.  

The eighth fold is a tribute to the one who entered in to the valley of the shadow of death, that we might see the 
light of day, and to honor mother, for whom it flies on Mother's Day.  

The ninth fold is a tribute to womanhood; for it has been through their faith, love, loyalty and devotion that the 
character of the men and women who have made this country great have been molded.  
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The tenth fold is a tribute to father, for he, too, has given his sons and daughters for the defense of our country 
since they were first born.  

The eleventh fold, in the eyes of a Hebrew citizen, represents the lower portion of the seal of King David and King 
Solomon, and glorifies, in their eyes, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  

The twelfth fold, in the eyes of a Christian citizen, represents an emblem of eternity and glorifies, in their eyes, 
God the Father, the Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 
... until only the end of the union is exposed. 

 

 
 

Then fold down the square into a triangle and tuck inside the folds. 

 
When the flag is completely folded, the stars are uppermost, reminding us of our national motto,             

"In God we Trust." 
 
 

How to Display the Flag   
1. When the flag is displayed over the middle of the street, it should be suspended vertically with the 
union to the north in an east and west street or to the east in a north and south street.  

 

2. The flag of the United States of America, when it is displayed with another flag against a wall from 
crossed staffs, should be on the right, the flag's own right [that means the viewer's left], and its staff 
should be in front of the staff of the other flag.  

 

3. The flag, when flown at half-staff, should be first hoisted to the peak for an instant and then lowered 
to the half-staff position. The flag should be again raised to the peak before it is lowered for the day. 
By "half-staff" is meant lowering the flag to one-half the distance between the top and bottom of the 
staff. Crepe streamers may be affixed to spear heads or flagstaffs in a parade only by order of the 
President of the United States.  

 

4. When flags of States, cities, or localities, or pennants of societies are flown on the same halyard with 
the flag of the United States, the latter should always be at the peak. When the flags are flown from 
adjacent staffs, the flag of the United States should be hoisted first and lowered last. No such flag or 
pennant may be placed above the flag of the United States or to the right of the flag of the United 
States.  

 

5. When the flag is suspended over a sidewalk from a rope extending from a house to a pole at the 
edge of the sidewalk, the flag should be hoisted out, union first, from the building.  



 

 

6. When the flag of the United States is displayed from a staff projecting horizontally or at an angle 
from the windowsill, balcony, or front of a building, the union of the flag should be placed at the peak 
of the staff unless the flag is at half-staff.  

 

7. When the flag is used to cover a casket, it should be so placed that the union is at the head 
and over the left shoulder. The flag should not be lowered into the grave or allowed to touch 
the ground.  

 

8. When the flag is displayed in a manner other than by being flown from a staff, it should be 
displayed flat, whether indoors or out. When displayed either horizontally or vertically against a 
wall, the union should be uppermost and to the flag's own right, that is, to the observer's left. 
When displayed in a window it should be displayed in the same way that is with the union or 

blue field to the left of the observer in the street. When festoons, rosettes or drapings are desired, bunting of blue, white 
and red should be used, but never the flag.  

 

9. That the flag, when carried in a procession with another flag, or flags, should be either 
on the marching right; that is, the flag's own right, or, if there is a line of other flags, in 
front of the center of that line.  

 

10. The flag of the United States of America should be at the center and at the highest point of the group 
when a number of flags of States or localities or pennants of societies are grouped and displayed from 
staffs.  

 

11. When flags of two or more nations are displayed, they are to be flown from separate staffs of the 
same height. The flags should be of approximately equal size. International usage forbids the display of 
the flag of one nation above that of another nation in time of peace.  

 

12. When displayed from a staff in a church or public auditorium, the flag of the United States of 
America should hold the position of superior prominence, in advance of the audience, and in the position 
of honor at the clergyman's or speaker's right as he faces the audience. Any other flag so displayed 
should be placed on the left of the clergyman or speaker or to the right of the audience.  
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